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L. The original Lispdja (lopaya; Libau) maval installation was bemun in
the 1890's as a naval base and arsenal, Ths origimal nlan envisioned
a larper inatallation, tut German intervention in 1905 prevented its
completion, During Uorld “far I, the base wag used hy the Gormen lavy.
After the war, only a rortion of the yard was used for ship repairs;
the remainder was converted to produce railroad cars, machine tools,
agricultural machinery, and aireraft, The eastern section of the for-
mor naval base, along with the dock Installations, was released for the
establishrment of a supar factory,

2. In 1940, Soviet authorditios took over the Lierdja dockyard and operated
it until the Cormansg replaced them in the surrer of 1941. The German
Navy used the installation to pood advantage, since itc meographical
location rendered it irmune from western air attacks. After July 1943,
a mmber of i-proverents were carried out in the yard.

3. Activities at the Liepija paval base centered arcund its two drydocks,

Thase wore arrroximately 220 metors long at the top and had a top width
of forty-fiva reters, heavy cruiser Litzow wvas just able to aqueeze

i1ts 256 meters into the eastera dock, vhich uas equippedulth a front
lock ponton {Vorsatz-Verachluasponton). The emiser could not enter the
western dock, vhich was equipped with a slide lnck ponton (Schiehe-
Verschlussponton). The draining of a dock took arproximately four to
aix hours, depending on the wmter lovel and the sizsof the ship, The
docks co1ld be £illed in approximatsly one and one~half hours.

along the inner edme of each dock was a tower revolving crams uith a
naxirum load eapecity of five toms. For unlneding purposes, the cranes
reachad a little past the canters of the docks, with a corresponding de-
erease in their earrving rower, The docks are simply constructed and
are oporationally safe; they omorated reliably even during the rost savere
wiuter cold spells,

e The location rrovinusly occupled Wy an 800=ton floating drydock, which
vas transferred to Rign, was assimed hy the Gerran lavy as a mooring
place for a 1,500-ton floating dock. Since the barbor floor could not
be dredeed to 8 suitable derth, it vms necessary to decrease the irmersion
depth of the new dock. A 6,000-ton floating drydock was also noored along
the quay to the east of the narmanent drydocks; here, too, the lrmersion
denth wmas decreased.
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Aprroximately 230 meters of the quay cu the western side of the Liepaja .
h2se are gerviced Ly three tower revolving cranas with a load capaecily
of" threa to five tons each and an unloading swesp of up to thirty-five
maters. 41l moorings and docks ars fully equipped with direct oloetric
carrent outlets and with pilpes for the stsam heating of ships. In 1944
the direct current was surplied by two rectifier plants; the erection of
v rore was planned. The stean heat was supplied by two boller houses;
the third boiler house supplied heat for the tmildings and steam for the
gbean harmers,

The Liepaja tase had no rlant of its own for the mamufacture of clectrie
power.  Power wag mrovided by the runicipal plant throush a ground cable
whieh delivercd a three-phase current of 6,000 volts, This waes trans-
formed $o 3,000 volts and supplied to the 1ndividual consumer rointa
theough shop transformers as 220/230 volt currents; raximum jpelicrulllele
auysion was about 750 KVA. A compressor plant betwcen the permanent
:,:,v;rdocks surmliei the main moorings with compressed air; a second rlant
was 50 uot up in the northern vart of the bass. The base also nrovided
erTatac 111 for the welding shop and also produced some for sale to oatside
conmwers. The oxygen plant deliivered anproximately' 200 requiaresized
sontainers every tuwenty-four hours, Water was pumped from two wlls
into o tank installed on the roof of ouns of the tulldings.

The follouing paranraphs deserilic the eguipment contained in the various
chops of the Liepdia maval bags during 19443

¢, Ship Congtruction Shops Here the steecl rlates from the storagze

o were brourht for rirocecsing in the straightening and bsnding
,-olleruo The plates were transported on rollways, b cciling
crenes with capacities up tc thres tone wore also in use and
reached ocut inbo the storase yard.

Boiler Shop: The equipment in this shop was similar to that con~
“ained in the ship construction shop, ineluding heavy bending
wollers for bending plates up to 25 rm. in thickness. This shop
alzo contained the rib furnoce and several ceiling eranes with a load
capacity of about tventy tons.

*
[ 7

o ‘*ogha" The forpe contained a five-~ton steanm hmmer, four m‘u.la.r
,mccm hammers csraduated to & rman wisht {im Bargewicht past £5),
Huwo air hammers for lishter work, and two friction presses for the
nishing of ship and boller rivsis.

hinery, Gun, and Tornede Assembly Shops This workshop was locrod
in a very loms, relatively narrow, and very high glass-roofed hall.
16 containsd t« robile cranes. each with a twenty-ton load mmacity.

3. Hachine Shops This was well equippsd with lathes of all tyres, most
of them un=to-date. Proveliors were turned on two horizontal lathes.
‘»’ha large and redium-sized rachines were located in shops near the
sorranent drydockss the erwllisr unite were on thse ground floor of
the administration buildins,

£. Govpersniths Shont This shop contained regular equipnent with
zerew viges, fl'mpe iathes, a pipe plt, and a long furnace for the
workineg of long mipes.

2. Joupdrys The foundry was equipped with two cupola furnaces of
medium eapacity, a jolt molding machine ; and compressed alr tools.
Alunimm and variocus bronze alloys were smelted in a coke-Tired
crucibie.
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h. Tipplate Shon: This was fully equipped with obsolescent strairhten-
ing and bending rollers, plate shears, folding machines, bending
machines, and ulging lathes,

1. Palnt and Glass Sheopt This contained a spraying installation and
tw machines for the grinding and polishing of glass,
5. ’ t York hore was done hy AEG persomnnel, who also

Elgctplcal ‘Shop
supplied the required tools, parts, and ecables,

slectro-plating ans lvanizins Shopt This ocontained ssveral coppsr,
aickel, and chromium baths, as well as thres coal-fired melting vate.

1. Bosi Shope. Boats under construction were brought t6 the center nave
of the three-nave hall through a loading canal, Cranes, rlatfoms,
and boat carts made possible the storing of a large mumber of boats
in several layers during the winter. The shop undertook the con-
struction of new boats as well as repairing old ones. Planing
machines and saws and thres steam chests for plank and rib bending

wers on handi,

n. lodel Cor ; s C : This modern instal-
lation contained a thicknessing machine for planks, a cmooth plan-
ing rachine, a grooving rachine, a routing machine, a chain ocuttar,
drills, and elrcnlar and band saws.

n. Saunilis The mill w8 equipred with two frame log saws, a drying room,

. lathes, cutilng and planing machineps, drills, electric ana oxyegen
wlding torches, a forge, and a well~aquipped electric plant with
testing and experimental facilities, including armture winding
rachines,
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